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Bees, bees, where are the bees? 
 

Honey bees (Apis Mellifera) are unsung heroes that have 
not been appreciated until they nearly were wiped out. Most 
people do not realize what a great service the honey bees do for 
us. Without the bees, there would not be the pollination of our 
flowers and crops. Honey bees help pollinate roughly one third 
of all of the crops. These crops are the food source that we 
depend on for our very survival, and now our honey bees are on 
the decline throughout the United States. 

      Honey bees are remembered for their painful stings 
acquired during the summers when we went barefoot, and the 
honey we purchase in stores. The average honey bee in her 
lifetime only produces 1/12 of a teaspoon of honey.  

American honey bees were brought here from Europe, and 
are basically non-aggressive. It is widely believed that the 
Spanish Conquistadors brought them here. Later the colonists 
established bee hives in Massachusetts and Pennsylvania. 
 
 

        
 

 
 
 

Here lies the problem for our bees. Researchers in 1956 
brought 47 African queen bees to Sao Paulo, Brazil wanting to 
give their bee’s greater honey making capabilities and improve 
their hardiness.  While these bees are capable of producing 
more honey, they have a very aggressive behavior. This is due 
to the very nature of trying to survive on the African continent. 
There are many types of animals that like to raid the hives for 
their honey. Honey Badgers are the main African culprits. 

The African bees were never supposed to be released, but 
through error, idiocy, or design they escaped and are now 
breeding into American Honey bees. By the 1980’s they had 
migrated from Mexico into the United States. 

Recent research with the African strain has proved that the 
aggressive behavior cannot be bred out by crossing with our 
honey bees. The reverse seems to be true, that cross-breeding 
only results in bees that are widely aggressive. 

The African bees also brought their diseases with them, and 
these diseases are threatening our American bees. There are 
many diseases that were spread through our bees and these 
diseases are wrecking havoc without native bees.  
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The principal diseases are Chalk brood and American and 
European foulbrood. There are two main parasitic mites, the 
Varroa destructor (the Varroa mite) and Acarapis woodi (the 
tracheal mite). 

American bee keepers are breeding new strains of bees to 
cope with these pests and diseases, but so far there has been 
little success. 

By: Jim Nedrow 
Elk Hunter 

Fishing in Dale Hollow Lake 
 

Bill Murphy and I rented a cabin for a week in the middle of 
last October at Dale Hollow Lake in Tennessee.  He talked me 
into going because he and a friend had fished there in March 
and caught several nice bass. 

We fished on a Saturday afternoon and on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday morning.  Bill caught two nice bass 
around 17-18 inches long, and I caught two smaller bass.  We 
decided to leave and give up for the rest of the week.  We just 
couldn’t find any more bass. 

We rested on Thursday and went to the West Fork River on 
Friday.  We caught two muskies.  One was around 36 inches 
and the other was over 40 inches.  We also caught several 
smallmouth bass 16-17 inches long.   

I caught two smallmouth fishing for muskey.  The steel 
leader didn’t affect them hitting a spinnerbait.  Bill was using 
swimbaits and swim jigs.  He caught around 12 nice bass.  Bill 
also photographed an otter on the West Fork close to the boat 
side below West Milford Dam.  He had seen otters there before. 

It is always fun to plan trips to other places and states, but 
West Virginia and the West Fork can’t be beat. 

By: Mike Murphy 

 

Photo collection: Mike and Bill Murphy fishing in Dale Hollow Lake 
and in the West Fork River near the West Milford Dam last October 
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